
THE PASHA OF MARRAKECH’S GRANDDAUGHTER 

GHIZLAN EL GLAOUI 
INVITES US INTO HER CHELSEA TOWNHOUSE AND  

TELLS HOW HER CULTURAL HERITAGE INSPIRES HER ART6
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Ghizlan’s five-storey London 
home naturally features much of 
her own work, which she says 
fuses the Moroccan and 
European influences of her 
upbringing. Her grandfather, the 
pasha of Marrakech, was both a 
powerful warlord and a noted 
aesthete, but it was her father, 
the world-famous painter 
Hassan El Glaoui, who sparked 
her interest in painting portraits, 
like this one (left)

‘My father is  
the greatest living 
Moroccan painter 
and my European 
mother modelled 
for Givenchy... ’

‘Sir Winston 
Churchill invited 
my grandfather,  
his dear friend,  
to the Queen’s 

coronation’
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Ghizlan’s style, as 
expressed in these 
interiors, is “a mix of 
classical pieces with a 
modern twist”. That 
formula has worked  
beautifully in the living 
room of her home, 
which was built by Sir 
Thomas Carlyle in 1876 

8

Looking at the carefully hung 
portraits dotted around her 

sumptuous Chelsea home, all set 
against an elegant mix of classic and 
modern furnishings, it’s clear that 
Ghizlan El Glaoui is someone who 
takes her art very seriously.

And no wonder. The Moroccan-
born artist is the daughter of Hassan 
El Glaoui, a renowned painter who 
has had his work exhibited all over 

the world, while her grandfather was 
not only the pasha of Marrakech, 
but also a noted aesthete and 
passionate collector of art. 

It was at her father’s knee that 
Ghizlan developed her own artistic 
talents. Posing for him as a young 
girl, she was able to witness at !rst 
hand a creative genius at work.

“I think my father is proud to see 
the generations after him choosing 

to express themselves through art, 
his passion,” she tells us.

It ’s  a passion she’s  clearly 
inherited, one that shines through 
as she talks to us not only about her 
work, but also her family’s links to 
Britain through Winston Churchill 
and the royal family.
When did you !nd your vocation?
“I posed for my father from a very 
early age. My mother was a model 

for Hubert de Givenchy, so she 
would help me dress up to pose for 
him. I cherish those hours in my 
father’s art room: the beautiful light 
and setting, the intensity of his 
presence... It was such an immense 
honour to be his muse.” 
What are your in"uences?
“Naturally, a lot of my influences 
come from my upbringing. My 
father’s work and my mother’s 

‘My grandfather was a true warlord,  
a man of honour and pride… He was  

also a brilliant art collector’

▲
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‘Winston Churchill, a 
keen painter himself, 
helped persuade my 
grandfather to let my 

father study art’
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‘My grandfather gave the 
Queen a precious timepiece 

that Cartier made to his 
designs. The Pasha watch is 

still one of the most sold 
watches in the world’

When she’s not working, Ghizlan likes to 
unwind by playing the piano. “Nothing 
gives me more pleasure than playing 
Mozart, while being watched over by one 
of the oldest plane trees in London,” she 

tells us. Her treasured garden (right)

love for piano and fashion still play a huge part in my 
everyday life and creative work.

“I look for ‘living and moving’ beauty ; a face, eyes, a 
gesture… I’m not so interested in still-life.”
Do you have any memories of your grandfather, Thami 
el Mezouari el Glaoui, the pasha of Marrakech? 
“Although my grandfather, the pasha, died many years 
before I was born, his legacy is everywhere: in my 
family, in Morocco and around the world. He was a 
true warlord, a man of honour and pride, just like the 
ones in movies such as Lawrence of Arabia. He was an 
amazing human being, respected for his sense of 
justice and compassion for his people.

“He was also a brilliant art collector. His great 
friendship with Sir Winston Churchill – who was a keen 
painter himself – helped him accept my father’s 
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decision to become an artist. My 
father  of ten ta lks  about 
Churchill, about how his fate 
was sealed by the prime 
minister’s intervention, when 
this great man helped persuade 
his dear friend – my grandfather, 
the pasha – to let him study art.”

OPEN TO THE WORLD
Do you feel nostalgic for 
Morocco, your native country?
“Having spent my childhood 
there ,  ever y th ing  about 
Morocco has made me who I 
am. My style is influenced by 

the mosaics, colours, lights and 
smells of my country.”
It’s said that your art fuses 
B e r b e r  a n d  E u r o p e a n 
influences. How does your 
personality re!ect that mix?
“I am the grand-daughter of the 
king of the Moroccan Berbers 
and the daughter of the greatest 
living Moroccan painter. That 
makes me Moroccan and proud 
to be, with every fibre of my 
being. And at the same time, 
I’m the child of a fantastic 
European mother. I’ve received 
an international upbringing, 

with an openness to the world. 
“My grandfather was called 

‘The Black Panther’, for his 
fierceness in battle and his 
gentle manners among friends. 
Somehow I feel the Panther’s 
blood in me mixes very well 
with London, the pounding 
heart of the British lion.”
Why do you feel that London is 
such an exciting place to live? 
“London is, to me, the best 
capital city in the world. It has 
an almost magical ability to let 
you express your vision of 
life without any boundaries, 
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yet one never feels lost. I’ve lived here for 20 
years and I’ve enjoyed every minute.”
What is London’s role in the global art scene?
“Nowhere else can you meet so many other 
creators, broaden your vision and share your 
work with a large, open-minded, cultivated 
audience. It’s a blessing for a creator to live and 
work here... It feels like every Londoner is an 
artist, in his or her own unique way.”
Do you have a busy social life? 
“I am patron of the Royal Academy of Arts and 
I support the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 
I’ve just been invited to Windsor Castle to 
support them in the presence of Prince 
Andrew. He’s a lovely man with a great sense 
of humour. I do feel a connection with the 
royal family.”
Do your portraits include any of the royals?
“Yes, Queen Elizabeth. I have tremendous 
respect for Her Majesty, as sovereign and as an 
inspiring human being. Also, my family’s 
history is linked to Her Majesty’s reign: Sir 
Winston Churchill invited my grandfather to 
the coronation and my ancestor gave a beautiful 
present to the Queen, a precious piece that 
Cartier made speci!cally according to my 
grandfather’s designs. The Pasha watch is 

Ghizlan spent her childhood in Morocco, and 
as a result her taste is, she says, influenced by 
the “mosaics, colours, lights and smells of my 
country”. When she travels, she enjoys 
“picking up various pieces from different 
cultures”, some of which can be found in her 
bedroom (above), bathroom (below left) and 

the children’s room (below right) 

▲ 13

HELLO1330p006-014.indd   13 23/05/14   18:31



still one of the most sold watches in the world.
“In the coming months, I will be painting a 

portrait of Princess Diana. She conveyed so 
many emotions through her eyes… I feel the 
need to paint her.”
Tell us about the history of your home.
“The house is in a historic, exclusive square in 
Chelsea and was built by Sir Thomas Carlyle in 
1876. I’ve lived here for seven years.”
How would you describe its decorative style? 
“It’s my style, a mix of classical pieces with a 
modern twist. It has always been important to 
me to create a nice ambience for me and my 
family, one that helps me relax and, when I’m 
not working, socialise.” 

ARTISTS IN THE MAKING
Is there any object you’re especially fond of?
“Two paintings by Jean Souverbie from the 
early 1920s. He was one of my father’s teachers 
and the director of Les Beaux Arts in Paris. An 
amazing artist.”
What occupies your time at the moment?
“I split my time between my family, who are so 
important to me, and working. Currently I’m 
preparing my next exhibition in my gallery, 
travelling to meet the artists I want to represent 
in London, and working on my next solo 
exhibition in Madrid, in October.”
Have your children inherited you and your 
father’s artistic talent?
“I have four lovely children; all have their own 
talents. I like to see them all as artists in the making, 
and encourage them in every artistic "eld they love: 
painting, dancing, piano, photography… Even 
if they won’t all become artists, I hope they will have 
a sensitivity to everything that is beautiful around 
them. I’m sure it will help them to be better 
people.”
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Ghizlan’s studio (above) is located in an annexe to the main building. Dotted with her vivid, 
mosaic-effect portraits it features a built-in fireplace and even its own kitchen. The modern main 

kitchen (below) shows how objets d’art have found their way into every corner of her house

 ‘It’s a blessing for a creator to live in London… it feels  
like every Londoner is an artist, in his or her own way’

H

14

HELLO1330p006-014.indd   14 23/05/14   18:32




